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Robert E. Hitbun
101C Kuau Beach Place

Paia, Maui, Hawaii 96779

Ms. Donna Wieting, Chief
Marine Mammal Conservation Division
Office of Protected Resources
Nationa! Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East — West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3226
RE: Docket No. 990927266-0240-02
Low Frequency Active Sonar {LFAS)
Opposition o Deployment

Dear Ms. Wieting,

| am writing to urge the National Marine Fisheries Service to DENY the US Navy's
application for permission to deploy the low frequency active solar (LFAS) systems
worldwide for five (5) years. There are many reasons for such a denial, including:

An inadequate and misleading Final Environmental Impact Statement

. Accumulated evidence that LFAS kills marine mammals and causes them
to avoid LFA sounds, stop singing, change their song, and otherwise
experience disruption of their normal behaviors and

. The likelihood that Navy mid-range sonar is responsible for the deaths of
numerous cetaceans in the Bahamas (March 2000), demonstrating that
the Navy has inadequately evatuated the environmental impacts of a
system they are aiready using.

There are too many unanswered gquestions and far too much evidence of adverse
environmental impacts to permit and allow the Navy to put marine life at risk.

There is also the unfortunate fact that the Navy has spent hard earned money of the
taxpayers (people like us) in hundreds of millions of dollars preparing to deploy the LFA
system prior to preparing an environmental impact statement. The Navy is, therefore,
under pressure to deploy the system to justify the investment and to ignore or downplay
the known adverse environmental impacts.

The National Marine Fisheries Service has no obligation to help the Navy justify a
mistake. NFMS should act in a responsible manner and protect the marine life and let
the Navy deal with their own mistake, '

Please be a guardian of the oceans by denying the Navy application for permission to
deploy the SURTASS LFA system. .

Most Sincerely,
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